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Agri reforms need prudent thinking  

With the repeal of farm laws, agricultural 
reforms in the country have taken a hit, 
albeit till the crucial state elections. The 
decision has stirred debates amongst 
the votaries and opposing forces. There 
is little doubt that the laws were whipped 
through both the Houses without the 
required consensus or deliberations. 
The government asserted its majority in 
Parliament to fend off resistance.

However, the agriculture sector in India, on 
the proverbial road to perdition, requires 
incisive measures backed by prudent 
thinking for growth, not a masculine 
nationalism-led approach or political hubris. 
Reforms in the agriculture sector need 
careful considerations, of addressing core 
fundamental challenges and understanding 
the needs of the producers that cannot be 
accomplished through the mere passage 
of three farm laws.

Has the plethora of schemes or policies, 
highly commendable on papers, have 
uplifted the cause of the farm communities? 
Do we have the correct assessment of 
farmers engaged in the field, policies 
reaching them, the crop yield, the land 
pattern, the irrigated land or whether the 
benefits of MSP are being availed by every 
farming family? And this is why there is 
a trust deficit between farmers’ and the 
government.

Let us take the example of MSP. Farm 
leaders have stepped up their demand for 
legal guarantees to MSP. But they would 
even agree that guaranteeing MSP does 
not by itself guarantee sustained income 
for all. Let us have a fact check of the MSP 
scenario in the country. There are 23 
crops covered under MSP in the country. 
However, rice and wheat are mostly 
procured crops under MSP. Only 23.7 per 
cent and 24.7 per cent paddy produced 
was sold under MSP in Kharif and Rabi 
seasons respectively in 2018-19, said the 
77th round of the national sample survey 
report.

Most of the farmers, as mentioned were 

unaware of the procurement agency 
under MSP. What was worrying was the 
fact that barely 14.5 and 19.5 per cent 
of farmer families sold their produce to 
the government procurement agency 
under MSP in the Kharif and Rabi season 
respectively, whereas only 9.7 per cent 
of farmer families sold their wheat to the 
procurement agency under MSP.

Awareness was even lower for other 
crops such as ragi (4.3 per cent), coconut 
(11 per cent), soybean (28.3 per cent) and 
groundnut (22 per cent). 

Guaranteeing MSP, therefore, is as 
challenging as expanding its scope and 
reach. What is the use of a provision that 
fails to bring meaningful change in the 
livelihood of the farmers? 

The government has to work on real-time 
data that have far too long been ignored. 
The gap between official data and the facts 
on the ground are unmistakably glaring.

Data about the pandemic-triggered 
migration, spread of the disease, 
hospitalizations and deaths helped the 
government to recalibrate measure with 
regards to the severity of lockdowns and 
restrictions. 

Can we develop a similar platform to 
publish daily information on Kharif and 
Rabi crops, prices and consumer demand? 
The central government has developed 
an electronic market system (e-NAM) to 
monitor agriculture trade and prices across 
the country. However, lack of political will of 
state governments and fear of the centre’s 
attempt to encroach upon the state’s power 
have hindered the reform process. 

The success of bold farm reforms majorly 
depends on the political sagacity of the 
central as well as state governments. 
And the real-time data revolution in the 
agriculture sector will speed up the reform 
and decision-making process. 
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Rakesh Tikait, who is spearheading the 
farmers’ agitation under the umbrella 
of Bharatiya Kisan Union, on October 
31 threatened to step up their agitation 
and convert the government offices into 
mandis if attempts are made to forcefully 
remove them from the protest site.

In a tweet on Sunday, Tikait said they 
would convert offices across the country 
into ‘galla (cereal) mandis’.

His statement comes against the backdrop 
of the Delhi police removing barricades 
from Gazipur and Tikri borders last week 
that have seen huge farm protests since 
last year over the passage of three 
contentious farm laws. These places were 
shut for almost a year, blocking vehicular 
traffic and causing inconvenience to the 
people.

Tikait’s remarks could be attributed 
to the perceived level of anxiety and 
apprehensions among the farmer leaders 
fearing police action against them at 
the Singhu border, the nerve centre of 

How about savouring whole wheat rusks 
made with jaggery instead of sugar and 
contains butter instead of vanaspati?

Soon your neighbourhood stores could line 
up products like this and much more under 
the brand of ‘Dilli Bakes’.

The Ministry of Food Processing Industries 
and the  National Agricultural Cooperative 
Marketing Federation of India (NAFED) has 
launched the first ‘One District, One Product’ 
‘Dilli Bakes’ in the bakery products category 
under the Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of 
Micro food processing Enterprises (PMFME) 
Scheme.

The product was launched by Union Minister 
for Food Processing Industries Pashupati 
Kumar Paras, Minister of State for Food 

Cracking the whip, the Agricultural 
and Processed Food Products Export 
Development Authority (APEDA) in 
October suspended five agencies 
in an organic food certification row. 
They were penalised for the shipment 
of consignments that failed to meet 
European standards.

The decision followed a similar stand 
taken by the European Commission 
through a draft notification last month, 
said, Business Line. The shipments were 
found to have the presence of ethylene 
oxide.

The blacklisted agencies are CU 
Inspections India Pvt Ltd, ECOCERT 
India Pvt Ltd, Indian Organic Certification 
Agency (Indocert) and OneCert 

The government in the last week of 
October dismissed reports about a 
shortage of fertilizers in the country and 
called upon the farm community to transit 
towards complex manure in place of Di-
ammonium Phosphate (DAP).

Minister of State of Chemicals and 
Fertilizers Bhagwanth Khuba said there 
are adequate stocks of fertilizers available 
in the country, and in Karnataka alone, 
the availability is around 22 lakh metric 
tonnes.

Talking to media persons in Bengaluru, 
Khuba termed the alleged shortage 
of fertilizers as false and baseless and 
requested farmers not to believe the 
rumours.

“As the Minister in charge of the 
Department of Fertilizers, I assure farmers 
that they will be made available the 
amount of fertilizer they require”, he said.

Referring to nano urea, the Minister the 
production has increased this year and 
production of nano DAP will start from 

Tikait threatens to transform govt offices 
into mandis if forcibly removed

‘Dilli Bakes’ set to titillate your taste buds

APEDA cracks whip on agencies violating 
organic food export norms

Govt dismisses fertilizer shortage reports; 
encourages farmers to adopt ‘complex manure’

the protestors, especially in light of the 
removal of the barricades.

News agency quoted Tikait as saying that 
farmers will set up tents at police tents if 
their tents are removed. “We have come 
to know that the administration is trying 
to pull down the tents here with the help 
of JCB. If they do that, the farmers will set 
up their tents at police stations and DM 
offices”.

Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM), on the 
other hand, saw the removal of police 
barricades as vindication of their assertion 
that it was, in fact, the police and not the 
farmers who had put the barricades.

The farmers and the government have 
had several rounds of talks to end the 
protest, but a solution has eluded both 
sides so far.

The protestors are insisting on nothing 
less than repealing the three farm 
laws,  a stand that has been outrightly 
been rejected by the Narendra Modi 
government.

Processing Industries Prahlad Singh Patel 
and Sanjeev Kumar Chadha, the MD of 
NAFED.

According to NAFED, the whole wheat rusks 
will come in a 260gm pack at Rs 60. It will be 
available in unique and attractive packaging 
that keeps moisture and sunlight at bay,  
ensuring longer shelf life of the product and 
keeping it crispier and fresh.

Under the PMFME Scheme, the Ministry of 
Food Processing industries had signed an 
MoU with NAFED for developing ten brands 
of the selected ODOPs under the branding 
& marketing component of the scheme, a 
government statement said.

Dilli Bakes Products will be available at all 
NAFED Bazaars, E-commerce platforms, and 
prominent retail stores across India.

International Private Limited- against 
whom APEDA has taken action. The other 
agency is Aditi Organic Certifications Pvt 
Ltd.

OneCert, which was the certifying agency 
for the four mentioned exporters, has 
been fined Rs 5 lakh while the four others 
have been penalised Rs 2 lakh each, the 
paper said.

Each of these agencies was found to have 
violated stringent norms for the export of 
organic consignments to the European 
Union.

According to reports, OneCert, in 
particular, was at the receiving end 
of APEDA as it was slapped with 25 
complaints of irregularities by the EU.

next year.

While 22 lakh metric tonnes of urea is 
available in Karnataka, he said another 2 
lakh metric tonnes of DAP requirement 
will be met in the rabi season.

We have taken action in two factories.” The 
Union Minister added that the Monsoon 
season has seen good rainfall throughout 
the state of Karnataka and 78.51 lakh 
hectares of land has been sown. The 
supply of input material needed for sowing 
has been adequately addressed by the 
state. Arrangements have been made to 
supply fertilizers to the districts as a share 
of the central government”, he stated.

Khuba stressed on use of ‘complex 
fertilizers’ for the benefit of the farmers as 
it gives better results than DAP.

“Complex fertilizer use has been 
increasing in Maharashtra, Madhya 
Pradesh and parts of Karnataka in past 
two years. This is why the government is 
recommending the purchase of complex 
manure instead of DAP.”

Agri Digest
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If the high pollution level in the national 
capital is a cause of concern during the 
winter months because of stubble burning, 
a solution to mitigate the problem might 
just be around the corner.

A Delhi-based agri firm on October 18 
won the Earthshot Prize in London for 
devising a technology that converts crop 
residues into bio-products such as fuel and 
fertilizers and reduces smoke emission by 
98 per cent.

Takachar, led by entrepreneur Vidyut 
Mohan won the Great Britain Pound 1 
million award at the event, being described 
as the Eco Oscars. This is the first edition of 
the award ceremony instituted by Prince 
William to decorate people for their efforts 
in saving the planet.

If the technology is put to wider use, it could 
cut carbon dioxide emissions by a billion 
tonnes a year and prove to be a potent 
instrument against climate change and 
pollution, news agency PTI said, reporting 
about the award function.

The high point of the portable technology 
is that it is cost-effective and can be fitted 

Bumber harvest in India played a major role in 
easing sugarcane prices the world over, the 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has 
said in a report released in October.

It pinned much hope also on the expected 
record high crop production across the world 
this year, which could be achieved due to the 
buoyancy being witnessed in India during the 
ongoing kharif season.

Overall, the FAO price index in September of 
all commodities registered a significant rise of 
32.8 per cent over September last year, and a 
1.2 per cent high in September as compared 
to August this year.

The trend was witnessed across essential 
commodities. But record harvest and good 
yield in certain countries brought prices, 
threatening to shoot up, under control, it said.

Talking about sugarcane, the report said the 
prices remained about 53.5 per cent higher in 
September this year as compared to the same 
period last year. But compared to August, 

The Centre on October 25 reviewed 
the stock limit of edible oil with the state 
governments to ease retail price of the 
commodity during the festive season.

The meeting followed a direction from 
the Centre to the states on October 
8 to impose a stock limit on edible oil 
which should not exceed two months of 
capacity.

At the meeting, a government statement 
said, Uttar Pradesh said they have already 
initiated measures in this direction and 
issued a stock limit order on October 12, 
2021, which will soften the prices.

States of Rajasthan, Gujarat and Haryana 
have already submitted the proposal 
to impose stock limit while States of 
Maharashtra, Odisha, Kerala, Jharkhand, 
Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil 
Nadu, Tripura, UT of Chandigarh has 
initiated the process of fixing stock limits 
and will soon notify relevant limits for 
different classes.

Export of oilmeals, used a feed in the 
poultry industry, declined by 36 per cent 
in September, reflecting the crisis faced 
by the poultry units during mid-2021 due 
to shortage of soyabean meals and rising 
input costs. 

Oilmeals exported during the month 
stood at 1,83,625 tons as compared to 
2,87,247 tonesexported in the same 
period last year, the Solvent Extractors’ 
Association of India said in a statement. 

The overall export of oilmeals between 
April and September stood at 1,275,764 
tons asagainst 1,300,516, a dip of 2 per 
cent over last year.

There is unlikely to be any improvement 
in the export figures in the near term 
because“India is outpriced” for its export 
till the arrival of new crops in October/
November, theassociation said.

The poultry industry was intimidated by 
high input costs during the middle of 
this yearbecause of the shortage of raw 

Delhi firm wins Eco Oscars; develops tech 
to mitigate stubble burning-led pollution

Record production in India eased 
worldwide sugarcane prices: FAO

Centre reviews edible oil stock limit with 
states to ease prices

Oilmeals export in Sept dip 36% over last year

to a tractor to produce the bio-products 
which can be sold commercially.

“Globally, we generate USD 120 billion 
of agricultural waste every year. What 
farmers cannot sell, they often burn, with 
catastrophic consequences for human 
health and the environment.

“The burning of agricultural waste causes 
air pollution that in some areas has reduced 
life expectancy by a decade. This plays out 
every year in the fields surrounding New 
Delhi. Smoke from man-made infernos fills 
the air, with serious consequences for the 
health of locals”, the Earthshot Prize noted 
in its reference to the winning project.

The inaugural winners were selected from 
five different categories and were chosen 
from a shortlist of 15 by judges including 
broadcaster Sir David Attenborough, 
actress Cate Blanchett and singer Shakira.

Costa Rica emerged as the winner in the 
protect and restore nature category for a 
scheme paying local citizens to restore 
natural ecosystems that have led to a 
revival of the rainforest.

the prices went up marginally by about 0.5 
per cent. This was because of  “slowing 
global import demand and good production 
prospects in India and Thailand that curbed 
the upward pressure.”

At one point, the report said, the prices 
continued to remain high in wake of adverse 
weather conditions and higher ethanol prices 
in Brazil, the world’s largest sugar exporter.

As per the latest projection by the Indian 
government, total sugarcane production in 
the country in 2021-22 is estimated at 419.25 
million tonnes, higher by 57.18 million tonnes 
than the previous fiscal.

The FAO report said that the world rice 
production is foreseen at 50 million tonnes, a 
new record, primarily reflecting more buoyant 
expectations from India’s main crop.

As reported earlier, India is expecting to meet 
45 per cent of the global demand for rice in 
international market this year, being the major 
players for buyers in Asia and Africa.

The statement said the Centre underlined 
that the benefits from the duty cuts should 
be passed on to the consumers to provide 
immediate relief. This would also bring 
down food inflation.

On October 22, the retail price of mustard 
oil stood at Rs 185.5/kg, groundnut oil at 
Rs 182.86/kg, vanaspati at Rs 138.31/kg 
and palm oil at Rs 132.64/kg.

Amid the escalating price, the Centre 
has cut Import duty on crude sunflower 
oil and crude soyabean oil to zero per 
cent, with agri-cess of 5 per cent until next 
March. Similarly, import duty on refined 
palm oil, refined sunflower oil and refined 
soyabean oil was cut to 17.5 per cent until 
March 2022.

Monday’s meeting was chaired by Joint 
Secretary of the Department of Food and 
Public Distribution Partha S. Das, who 
stressed that the stock limit has to be 
notified by each State/UT based on their 
consumption pattern.

materials for feed production, pushing up 
the retail prices of poultry products. The 
government, thereafter, stepped in and 
allowed the import of GMsoybean meals 
to ease the price rise and address the raw 
material shortage in the country.

Data compiled by the association said, 
export of rapeseed meal between April 
and September remained more or less 
the same, though marginally down, due to 
higher shipment to South Korea, Thailand 
and Bangladesh. Export of castor meal 
also remained the same as compared to 
last year.

South Korea, between April and 
September, imported 337,939 tons of 
oilmeals, which consisted of 220,194 tons 
of rapeseed meal, 102,364 tons of castor 
seed meal and 15,381tons of soybean 
meal.

Among the major ports, Kandla registered 
the highest export of oilmeals at 312, 081 
tons,followed by Mumbai (JNPT) at 79,779 
tons.
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The FAO anticipated 776.7 million tonnes of 
wheat harvest in 2021 higher yields in Eastern 
Europe and Australia.

The report also highlighted the sharpest rise 
in prices seen in key essential commodities 
such as vegetable oil. Prices of this 
commodity rose by 60 per cent in September 
as compared to the same month last year.  It 
said international palm oil price reached a 
10 year high due to a robust global import 

Farmers in major agriculture producing 
states will be given ‘seed mini-kits’ for free 
to increase production and productivity 
by increasing the seed replacement 
rate, Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh 
Tomarhas said.

He said 8.20 lakh kits will be distributed 
in 343 identified districts in 15 major 
producing states. He was addressing a 
gathering at Morena in Madhya Pradesh, 
where he distributed kits worth Rs 2 crore. 

The kits consist of high yield variety seeds 
and will be implemented with an outlay of 
Rs 1066.78 lakh.

The identified states are Madhya 
Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, 

How often have we come across studies 
and surveys tracking the movement of the 
humble fish to understand their migratory 
pattern?

While reports of the mammoth blue whale 
and even wild animals being tagged for 
research have appeared in journals and 
talks shows, emulating the study on fish is 
less heard off. 

But one such study is being carried out 
by the The ICAR-Central Inland Fisheries 
Research Institute, Barrackpore, Kolkata 
with an objective to increase the 
population of Hilsa fish in the Ganges. 

This follows a drastic reduction in their 
numbers especially between Farakka 

days and 21 hours journey, it swam 225 
kms.

“Of the 225 Kms of lower stretch of the 
river, 95 Kms stretch is a freshwater 
tidal stretch that shows the river stretch 
experiences tidal current. Negotiating the 
tidal current, the Hilsa migration speed 
was estimated as 0.56 m/s. It has also 
recorded a weight loss of 34 gms during 
the period of migration,” said ICAR in a 
statement.

This interesting result is of first its kind to 
record in the migratory fish species in the 
country, it said.

The study was a joint initiative of the 
ICAR-Central Inland Fisheries Research 

In a move seen as a possible farmer 
outreach initiative, the Narendra Modi 
government on October 12 approved 
the fixation of the subsidy rates of various 
types of fertilizers for the Rabi season that 
can help a farmer save Rs 438 per bag. 

The rates fixed from October 1 to March 
31 next year are Rs 18.798 for nitrogen, 
Rs 45.323 for phosphorus, Rs 10.116 for 
potash and Rs 2.374 for sulphur, said a 
government statement.

The proposal was moved by the 
Department of Fertilizers for these nutrient 
based fertilizers to ensure affordability 
and seamless availability during the 
upcoming Rabi season. 

The proposal also included a special 
one time package for additional subsidy 
on DAP fertilizer at a cost of Rs 5,716 
crore and special one-time package 

Seed Mini-kits programme rolls out to 
improve farm productivity

Hilsa travels 225 kms in Ganges, loses 34 
gram; ICAR study

New fertilizer subsidy rates can help 
farmer save Rs 438/bag

demand and concerns of labour shortage in 
Malaysia impacting production there.

The global effect was also felt in India from the 
beginning of this year as retail prices of edible 
oil shoot up through the roof, promoting the 
government to step in with duty cuts in import 
of cooking oil. Last week, the government has 
announced to waive customs duty on import 
of crude sunflower, palm and soyabean oil 
to check prices. The decision will remain in 
vogue till the end of this financial year.

Haryana, Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand, 
Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, 
and Tripura. 

He said states such as MP, Gujarat, 
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh have been 
selected for distribution of hybrid kits 
under the pilot project during this year. 

According to media reports, the Minister 
said the objective of the programme is to 
popularise new varieties with high yield 
potential and other useful features. This 
will encourage farmers in the neighbours, 
which will lead to high yield. It is being 
carried out under the National Food 
Security Mission.

in West Bengal and Prayagraj in Uttar 
Pradesh since the construction of the 
Farakka barrage in 1975.

The study began in 2020 and since then 
391 live Hilsa fish weighing 250 grams 
have been tagged and released into the 
river. 

A major breakthrough was achieved 
on October 6 when a fisherman caught 
one of the tagged fish live along the 
banks of the Ganga at Baidybati under 
Hooghly District, West Bengal, giving the 
researchers a clear understanding of 
movement pattern, among other aspects.

The fish was ranched on October 1 at 
Farakka and during the course of its four 

Institute, Barrackpore, Kolkata and the 
National Mission for Clean Ganga.

Hilsa is a popular delicacy in households 
across the eastern states, with some 
estimates suggesting that the demand 
ranges between 30,000 to 40,000 metric 
tonnes on an average. 

However, dwindling production rate 
has made this variety an expensive 
proposition for middle class families. 

On September 21, the Bangladesh 
government allowed traders to export 
2080 metric tonnes of Hilsa to West 
Bengal as part of a goodwill gesture, 
ahead of the Durga Puja celebrations. 

for additional subsidy on three most 
consumed NPKs at a cost of Rs 837crore. 
All of these proposals got the approval 
of the Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs which met here on Tuesday under 
the leadership of the PM. 

The total outgo on account of the clearance 
of the proposal for the government will be 
Rs 35,115 crore.

The decision will help a farmer save Rs 
438 per bag of DAP fertilizer and Rs 100 
per bag benefit on each NPK.

The subsidy on fertilizers such as P&K is 
been governed by the NBS scheme since 
April 2010.

“The subsidy would be released to 
fertilizer companies as per above rates 
so that they can make available fertilizers 
to farmers at an affordable price,” the 
government statement said.
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The Narendra Modi government in 
the first week of October dismissed 
apprehensions expressed in certain 
quarters about diversions of sugarcane 
for ethanol production at the cost of food 
security, making it clear that it was the 
surplus that was being transferred for fuel 
purposes.

It said that blending ethanol with fuel out of 
the surplus stock has helped the country 
save Rs 20,000 during the last six years 
and the additional benefit will be to the 
tune of Rs 10,000 crore during this year.

“It is very important to understand that for 
a young country like India while meeting 
food requirements are of paramount 
importance, fulfilling the energy needs 
through all means is also significant. 
Thus, the changed perspective should 
be food with fuel and not food versus 
fuel,” the Ministry of Petroleum said in a 
communication.

During the 2020-21 sugar season, the total 
sugarcane production is expected to be 
around 340 lakh metric tonne, way above 
the cumulative domestic consumption of 
260 lakh metric tonne. The surplus quality 

Nutrient-rich products derived from 
jackfruit, passion fruit and nutmeg and 
produced by farmers in India is set to 
satiate the appetite of Australians looking 
for a healthy diet.

The first consignment of the delicacies 
sources from farmers in Thrissur, Kerala 
were despatched to Melbourne on 
October 5 under an initiative of the 
Agricultural and Processed Food 
Products Export Development Authority 
(APEDA). These products have a shelf life 
of more than one year.

APEDA is promoting exports of value-
added and health products as part of 

Jackfruit, declared the state fruit of Kerala 
in March 2018, is dense in fibre, protein, 
vitamins and minerals. Tropical fruit is the 
popular meat substitute among vegans 
due to its protein content.

In addition to the use of fruit, seed and 
pulp, Jackfruit leaves, bark, inflorescence 
and latex are used in traditional medicines 
too.

“With the growing awareness of health 
and nutritional properties of the fruit and 
sustained efforts of Jackfruit farmers and 
entrepreneurs across the country, it is 
anticipated that the Jackfruit will definitely 
become the most sought-after fruit in the 

The government has said that the National 
Mission on Edible Oil- Oil Palm will bring an 
additional 6.5 lakh hectors of land under 
palm oil cultivation in the country.

Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh 
Tomar, speaking at a business summit 
for the Northeastern region at Guwahati 
during the first week of October said 
that out of the 6.5 lakh hectors, 3.28 lakh 
hectors will come under the Northeast 
region. The plantation drive will take five 
years to reach the projected target.

The Union Cabinet, which cleared a 
proposal for the mission with an outlay 
of 11,040 crore in August this year, had 
specially laid focus on this region along 
with the Andaman Islands for palm oil 
cultivation.

The mission was taken up to reduce 
India’s dependence on other countries 
to meet its edible oil requirements. Close 
to 60 per cent of its requirements is met 
through import, making this product the 
second major imported item after crude 
oil.

The Minister said the Centre’s decision 

India saved Rs 20,000 Cr on fuel imports: 
Centre; dismisses apprehension over 
sugarcane diversion for ethanol 

Nutrient-rich jackfruit products from 
Kerala head for Melbourne

National palm oil mission will cover 6.5 L 
hectors; 3.28 L in NE: Tomar

of 35 lakh metric tonne will, therefore, be 
diverted for ethanol production. 

The surplus could have triggered a fall in 
sugar prices in the market and hampered 
the interest of farmers, the communication 
said.

It added that the government has already 
injected Rs 35,000 crore in the liquidity 
starved sugar industry for use of the 
surplus as ethanol. The move has helped 
in the early settlement of dues of the 
cane farmers. During the current year, an 
additional Rs 20,000 crore will be infused 
for the ethanol production programme.

The Centre as a policy measure allowed 
conversion of surplus stocks of rice with 
FCI for ethanol production along grains 
such as maize for ethanol production.

“Higher conversion of maize to ethanol 
will also enable higher DDGS (cattle feed) 
production across the country which 
will again aid the rural economy. This 
will also encourage farmers to switch 
crops and change their crop pattern in 
view of additional demand generated 
by diversion of food grains to fuel”, the 
communication underlined. 

Narendra Modi’s aim of achieving USD 
400 billion in merchandise exports by 
2021-22.

Consumer choice and preference are 
seemingly shifting towards healthy food 
and gluten-free products prepared from 
healthy options like Jackfruit, Passion 
fruit has proved to be a viable alternative 
against the consumption of fast food.

Dr M Angamuthu, Chairman, APEDA and T 
V Subhash, Director of Agriculture, Kerala, 
Exporter and Importer along with other 
officials of APEDA took part in the virtual 
flag-off ceremony held o the occasion.

coming years,” said a statement issued by 
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

The major export destinations of Jackfruit 
are Singapore, Nepal, Qatar and Germany 
among other countries.

Passion fruit is a nutritious tropical fruit 
rich in antioxidants, vitamins and fibre. It is 
a beneficial fruit with a healthful nutrition 
profile important for skin, vision & immune 
system. Because of the richness, massive 
market potential, and unlimited number 
of benefits that these fruits provide, there 
are huge opportunities for expanding 
exports with its innovative products, the 
statement said.

for making major intervention in North-
Eastern states for oil palm promotion 
will turn the Northeast states into the oil 
palm hub of the country. He emphasized 
playing an equal role for the development 
of the crop and assured to make major 
investments for seed nurseries, drip 
irrigation, technical back up, set of mills, 
purchase centres and training of farmers.

Tomar said his Government was 
committed to protecting the oil palm 
farmers through price assurance.

Secretary Agriculture Sanjay Agarwal 
outlining the Government’s vision 
while Secretary DARE Dr T. Mohapatra 
explained in detail the role of R&D for the 
success of the mission.

Certificates for FPOs formed by NABARD 
were distributed and an MOU was 
signed on the occasion with ABPRL and 
Numaligarh Refinery to establish the first-
of-its-kind biorefinery in India to produce 
renewable green fuel bioethanol.

Major oil palm players such as Godrej 
Agrovet, Ruchi Soya, Shivaisis and 3F 
attended the summit.
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The fledgling micro-level food industry has 
reasons to cheer with the country’s premier 
food standards and inspection body 
entering into an understanding with the 
Ministry of Food Processing Industries to 
support the enterprises with the licensing, 
registration and to offer services keeping 
highest standards of safety in mind.

According to an MoU signed between the 
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 
(FSSAI) the Ministry, people associated with 
the micro-level food processing units will be 
provided training to ensure good hygiene 
and manufacturing and understand the 
practice of food testing and other regulatory 
requirements.

On successful completion of the training, 
the food handlers will be provided ‘food 
safety supervisor’ certificate.

“As part of AatmaNirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan, 
this step will help in making the micro 
enterprises improve the quality of their food 
products and become competitive,” said a 

Hisar, Oct 29: Students of Chaudhary Charan 
Singh Haryana Agricultural University 
at Hisar in Haryana have developed an 
e-tractor at a time when pollution and 
high fuel prices are driving the consumers 
seemingly towards clean energy.

The e-tractor, which could bring a new 
dimension to the Agri industry, is powered 
by a 16.2 kW battery and can cover 80 km 
with a single charge even when attached to 
a 1.5-tonne trolley.

“The objective is to mitigate pollution and 
offer an alternative to the farmers because 
of rising fuel prices. Besides, fossil fuel will 
not last long,” university vice-chancellor 
Prof B K Kamboj told India Today. The 
e-tractor can touch a maximum speed of 
23 kmph, but the unit fetches a high price 
than the convention tractors available in the 
market today. 

Mukesh Jain, who is a scientist at the 
university, however, remained optimistic 
about prices coming down significantly 
when the tractors go for mass production. 
“We are also carrying out research in the 

FSSAI & Food Ministry ink MoU to support 
micro food entities

Students of Agri University Hisar develop 
e-tractor, 80 kms in single charge 

statement issued by FSSAI.

The training exercise will also be provided 
to Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs), 
SHGs and producers cooperatives 
to improve the standard of their food 
businesses, it said. The processing units 
will also be offered services to obtain FSSAI 
license and registration.

The tie-up comes close on the heels of the 
rollout of the Prime Minister Formalisation 
of Micro Food Processing Enterprises 
(PMFME) Scheme to support the micro food 
entrepreneurs and enterprises with various 
hand-holding initiatives.

They include branding and marketing, 
strengthening and setting up robust project 
management frameworks and development 
by incubation centres for common 
processing and training to entrepreneurs.

The enterprises will also be offered financial 
assistance for the purchase of tools for 
production and processing.

university to bring down the price of the 
batteries,” he said. At present, the e-tractor 
costs around Rs 6 lakh but the university is 
hopeful of bringing down the price to about 
Rs 4 lakh, he said.

Conventional tractors produced by private 
manufacturers fetch anywhere between Rs 
5.50-6.50 lakh. 

If indeed, the university manages to roll 
out its e-tractor at Rs 4 lakh, it could bring a 
major disruption in the tractor sector. 

The development has come at a time when 
the government is laying enhanced focus 
on e-vehicles through policy commitments 
and incentives that also encourages global 
manufacturers to set up a base in India.

Last year, a private firm Sonalika had 
introduced its e-tractors in the Indian 
market. Several other tractors firms are 
eying the e-tractor space as well.

According to an estimate, during 2020-21, 
about 9 lakh tractors were sold in India, 
with the Mahindra Group registering a sales 
figure of 3.43 lakh units. 

Agri sector 
reforms face 
setback as 
govt relents to 
protests
November 19 morning was like any other 
day for the farmers protesting at the Delhi 
border in Singhu. The day was being 
celebrated as the Guru Nanak Jayanti and 
people were gearing up for the occasion. 
In Palghar, close to Mumbai, Maharashtra, 
Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU) leader 
Rakesh Tikait was having an informal 
discussion with some farm leaders before 
participating in a rally planned for the day. 
None had any inclination what would 
play out in the coming hours. While a few 
had gathered before the television sets 
to hear a scheduled morning televised 
address to the nation by Narendra Modi, 
expectations from the Prime Minister’s 
upcoming speech remained low.

The insouciant feeling within minutes 
broke into hysteria as the PM announced 
the government’s decision to repeal the 
three contentious farm laws, catching 
everyone by surprise. Celebratory scenes 

were caught on television cameras as the 
protestors shared sweets, burst into song 
and danceto commemorate the outcome 
of their ongoing year-long agitation. A 
sense of redemption was palpable on 
the farmers’ faces.It was a victory well 
deserved!

Time to head home? 

As the nation began to sense an end to 
the protest, Rakesh Tikait tweeted that it’s 
not over yet. “We will continue with our 
protest till the legislations are repealed 
in Parliament and Minimum Support 
Price is made a right through law”.  He 
also said they need to discuss with the 
government issues including the pending 
farm legislations such as the seed bill, the 
electricity reforms bill etc. Tikait remained 
defiant. They have, unequivocally so, 
come with a mission, a long haul one. 

COVer stOrY

We will not stop the 
agitation until the 

Parliament repeals 
the laws. We need 

a law on MSP 
and discussions 
about the other 
farm legislations 
such as the seed 
bill, etc. People 

have become wise 
and they know 

everything. 

BKU leader Rakesh 
Tikait:
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The mood soon flipped into a guarded 
optimism, even if the government 
appeared to have surrendered before 
the will of the farmers. 

The agitation, after all, was one of the 
longest in recent times, had betrayed 
everyone’s apprehensions and only 
gathered strength, notwithstanding the 
January 26 fiasco, the Singhu lynching 
incident, the Lakhimpur Kheri violence or 
the Covid crisis. Some 750 lives were lost 
during the protest. 

The stir began in November last year 
following the passage of the three-billas 
the farmers feared an end to the Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) and the abolition of 
the mandi system. The opposition cried 
horse, alleging that the Modi dispensation 
was favouring a few capitalists by opening 
the farm gates to private players. 

Questions were also raised about 
the manner in which the laws -- The 
Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce 
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, The 
Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) 
Agreement of Price Assurance and 
Farm Services Act and The Essential 
Commodities (Amendment) Act – were 
passed.  For the unversed, opposition 
parties, mostly led by the Trinamool 
Congress, had accused the government 
of silencing their voices and passing the 
legislations through force, undermining 
all Parliamentary norms in the process. 

So what made the government take a 
U-turn?

In his televised address, the PM said 
“our government brought in the new 
laws with a good intention, full sincerity 
and complete dedication for the welfare 

When a voice has 
been raised, it 

should be heard 
and this is the 

biggest strength of 
Indian democracy. 

If a problem is 
at hand, it needs 
to be resolved. 
We may have 

failed to realise 
the resentment 
amongst the 

farmers. I thank the 
PM for the decision 

to take back the 
laws.

Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi 

Adityanath

“Congratulations on 
this victory against 

injustice!” 

Rahul Gandhi
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of farmers, especially for small farmers, 
in the interest of the agriculture and the 
country and for the bright future of the 
poor in villages. But we have not been 
able to explain to some farmers such a 
sacred thing which is absolutely pure and 
for the benefit of the farmers despite our 
efforts.”

He then went on to say that the 
government also agreed to change the 
provisions of the laws on which they had 
objections before apologising to the 
nation. “…perhaps there must have been 
some deficiency in our penance that we 
could not explain the truth like the light of 
the lamp to the farmer brothers”.

While senior BJP leader and Home 
Minister Amit Shah hailed the PM’s move 
as the quality of a “true statesmanship”, 
the decision came just ahead of the 
impending assembly elections to the 
crucial states of Uttar Pradesh and Punjab. 
Opposition Congress along with the 
Samajwadi Party and some other parties 
were quick to link it with the elections, 
wondering if the BJP had sensed its 
defeat. 

“The Prime Minister is apologizing as he 
has sensed that his party’s position is 
weak in the poll-bound states,” Congress 
leader and the party’s in charge of UP 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra chided, talking to 
reporters. 

“Where was the PM when 750 farmers 
died during the protests. But I am happy 
that the government has realised that 
the might of the farmers holds fort before 
everything,” she added.

Her brother and senior party leader Rahul 
Gandhi tweeted a video of January this 
year where he had professed the repeal 
of the farm laws ahead of the elections.

Former Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder 
Singh, who has floated his party, had 
laid preconditions for aligning with BJP 
ahead of the elections. The precondition 
was the repeal of the farm laws. The BJP 
increasingly looked unease over the 
issue. Even in UP, BJP insiders say, the 
party remained unsure about retaining 
the seat it had won in the last assembly 
polls. In western UP, there was an 
apprehension that the party’s striking 
rate could come down dramatically as 

Today it is not 
the victory of the 
farmers, but it is 
the victory of the 
republic and the 

will of the people. 

Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal

the farmers, especially those from the Jat 
community, had expressed their open 
resentment against the farm laws. Sugar 
cane arrears also continued to remain a 
contentious issue in this region.

The Rashtriya Lok Dal, which holds 
considerable sway in western UP, was 
tipped to ally with the SP. “A loss in 
this crucial Hindi heartland state could 
jeopardise the chances of the BJP in the 
2024 Lok Sabha polls, a prospect which 
the party can ill afford to ignore even 
if it meant compromising with the farm 
laws,” said a party insider, requesting 
anonymity. 

Perhaps, the BJP was also worried about 
elements in Pakistan taking advantage of 
the unrest among the farmers in Punjab 
and fomenting trouble, which could 
have only complicated the situation and 
undermined national security in the run-
up to the elections. 

What next?
There is no early precedence when BJP 
has backtracked from its policy decision. 
Even in the face of stiff opposition to the 
CAA and NRC, the party exemplified its 
resoluteness and held its ground. The 
decision of November 19 has changed 
this narrative. It too is vulnerable to 
unavoidable realities and political 
compulsions. 

“We will not rest till the government 
passes a law guaranteeing MSP and 
bringing all commodities under it,” said 
Dushyant Naagar of the Kisan Sangharsh 
Samiti. 

Tikait, remained unfazed by the PM’s 
announcement, saying only one of the 
eight demands of the farmers have been 
met. “The battle has been partially won. 
We need further discussion on other farm 
bills pending in Parliament. The farmers 
have suffered for too long. We will not relent 
till all the issues are resolved,” he said. 

“My heartfelt 
congratulations 
to every single 

farmer who fought 
relentlessly ... This 
is YOUR VICTORY! 

My deepest 
condolences to 

everyone who lost 
their loved ones in 

this fight. 

West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata 

Banerjee

PM had to repeal it 
out of compulsion. 
This is a victor of 

the nation. 

Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Ashok 

Gehlot
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In a letter to the PM on November 21, 
Samyukt Kisan Morchahas placed six 
demands:

I. Minimum Support Price based on 
the comprehensive cost of production 
(C2+50%) should be made a legal 
entitlement of all farmers for all agricultural 
produce, so that every farmer of the 
country can be guaranteed at least the 
MSP announced by the government for 
their entire crop. (The Committee formed 
under your Chairpersonship had made 
this recommendation to the then Prime 
Minister in 2011 and your government 
had also announced about this in the 
Parliament).

II. Withdraw the draft “Electricity 
Amendments Bill, 2020/2021” proposed 
by the government (During the talks, 
the government had promised that 
it would be withdrawn, but then, in a 
breach of promise, it was included in the 
Parliament’s agenda).

III. Remove the penal provisions on 
farmers in the “Commission for Air Quality 
Management in the National Capital 
Region and Adjoining Areas Act 2021” 

(This year, the government removed 
some anti-farmer provisions but again 
through section 15, the possibility for 
penal action against farmers has been 
brought back).

IV. Thousands of farmers have been 
implicated in hundreds of cases during 
this movement (June 2020 till date) 
in Delhi, Haryana, Chandigarh, Uttar 
Pradesh and several other states. These 
cases should be withdrawn immediately.

V. Ajay Mishra Teni, the mastermind of 
the Lakhimpur Kheri murder case and 
accused of section 120B, is still roaming 
freely and remains a Minister in your 
cabinet. He is also sharing the stage with 
you and other senior ministers. He should 
be sacked and arrested.

VI. During this movement, so far about 
700 farmers have given their lives to 
the cause, as their supreme sacrifice. 
There should be compensation and 
rehabilitation support for their families. To 
build a martyrs’ memorial in the memory 
of the martyr farmers, land should be 
given at Singhu Border.

We had said 
the laws are 

unconstitutional. 
The laws were 

made by the PM 
to satisfy his ego. 
But the farmers 
have come out 

victorious. 

AIMIM supremo 
Asaduddin Owaisi

I laud the farmers 
who kept the 

agitation alive and 
put pressure on 
the government. 
The repeal of the 
black laws is the 
loss of ego of the 
Narendra Modi 

government and 
the victory of the 
farmers and the 
people. People 
will not forgive 

the government. 
Apology will not 
work when 750 

farmers have died. 

Samajwadi Party 
chief Akhilesh 

Yadav

The fallout?
The laws, though met with protest,had 
overwhelming support from a large 
section. They were enacted to bring the 
much-needed reform in the farm sector 
and enhance farm income. The laws 
allowed farmers to sell their produce 
directly to retailers and private parties 
beyond the wholesale markets. The 
reformative measures stand nullified 
now. The implications of rollback for the 
farm sector can be assessed in the times 
of come, but what remains certain is that 
the agriculture sector will be no better 
either with the scrapping of these laws.

While concluding his address to the 
nation, the PM announced the setting up 

of a committee to study the promotion 
of zero budgeting farming i.e. natural 
farming, scientifically change the crop 
pattern keeping in mind the changing 
requirements of the country and make 
MSP more effective and transparent. The 
committee will include representatives 
of the central government, state 
governments, farmers, agricultural 
scientists and agricultural economists.

Keeping zero-based budgeting aside, 
the key observation in his concluding 
remarks was the mention of MSP and 
steps to make it more effective and 
transparent. Was Modi inferring to fulfilling 
the demand of guaranteeing MSP rights? 
The coming session of Parliament could 
provide an answer to this riddle!

Had the PM 
apologized when 

700 farmers died? 
He is apologizing 
after sensing that 

the party position is 
weakened became 
of the farm protest.

BJP leaders had 
called the farmers 

anti-national, 
separatists, goonda 

and what not. 
Even the PM had 

described them as 
andolonjeevi.  

Congress leader 
Priyanka Gandhi 

Vadra

“The nation has 
seen the power of 
the common man. 
The announcement 

(of the) repeal of 
the farm laws is an 
example of what 
the common man 
can do and what 
power they have,” 
the Maharashtra 

Chief Minister said 
in his statement.  

Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Udhav 

Thackeray 
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Agriculture in India is a USD 400 billion 
sector and contributes 17 per cent to 
India’s GDP. However, the sector faces 
major challenges in way of organized and 
scattered data. 

With the convergence of digital factors, 
agriculture offers an exciting opportunity 
for innovation as market players can 
leverage next-generation technologies 
such as data digitization and data 
platforms, data analytics, AI, ML, the 
IoT, and Software as a Service (SaaS) to 
disrupt existing practices. Technologies 
such as remote sensors, satellite imagery, 
drones, weather stations, and mobile 
platforms have given agri-stakeholders 
unprecedented access to data that 

enables good decisions and help provide 
farmers with decision-making support 
systems by predicting environmental 
pressures, estimating yield, forecasting 
weather conditions, guiding precision 
farming and anticipating pest vulnerability.

Real-time data drives the precise 
application of resources. Additionally,the 
digitalization of farms allows for quick, 
easy analysis of crop management and 
protection. Expansion of segments such 
as crop finance and crop insurance 
that have now become major sources 
of revenue for financial institutions has 
resulted in increased demand for accurate 
agri-data. This is where digitization plays 
an important role. Various innovative tools 

Tech & satellites; agents 
of change in agri sector
The use of technology has gone far beyond the realms of scientific 
institutes, service sectors and medicine. Technology and tech 
startups are rewriting a new chapter in the agriculture sector with 
discernible farmer awareness and helping to raise farm yield. This 
article takes a deep dive into these aspects while making a strong 
pitch for sustained government support. 

teChnOlOgY & innOVAtiOn

With the 
convergence of 
digital factors, 

agriculture offers 
an exciting 

opportunity for 
innovation.

are being used to combine real-time 
farm-leveldata and macro data to provide 
advisories/inputs/alerts to farmers, 
decision-makers about managing their 
farms, crop mix and yield. 

Boom in Agri-tech startups
Leading technology companies are 
associating with the Indian Government 
and state-sponsored research entities 
to implement Al in agriculture. Product 
technology companies and service 
providers have started emphasizing 
Agri-tech as a segment and offering 
various solutions to solve agribusiness 
challenges. Technology companies 
-making have been forging associations 
with agribusiness enterprises to articulate 
intelligent solutions for farms. Technology 
companies are working to create a 
vigorous Al agriculture ecosystem by 
investing in research programs and 
creating an incubator for start-ups. 
Developing industry dynamics and strong 
government support have resulted in the 
growth of a whole new segment of Agritech 
start-ups that are not only solving specific 
business problems for crop farming but 
also livestock and aquaculture segments 
across the value chain. 

Indian agriculture to global counterpart 
in terms of automation/technology
In India, farm sizes are quite small 
and mechanization is less prevalent. 
Internationally, the scenario is similar 

in several African and Asian countries. 
The US, however, has very large farms, 
and agricultural practices are quite 
mechanised and amenable to technology. 
The large size of farms makes satellite-
based mapping easier and enhances 
the monitoring and tracking of farming 
practices. 

In India, for a long time, the monsoon 
cloud cover during the main cropping 
season (Kharif) made satellite-based 
tracking difficult. Addressing this gap, 
RMSI Cropalytics has created innovative 
solutions to carry out satellite-based 
monitoring, tracking and yield estimation 
in the Kharif season also. RMSI Cropalytics 
is carrying out gram panchayat level 
yield estimation for the Government of 
India using technology such as satellite 
imagery, drones, photo-interpretation 
using artificial intelligence, and machine 
learning in several districts in various 
states in India.

Selecting the right technologies to 
address specific agri-challenges
With agri-tech being a high-interest area, 
multiple agri-startups have come up in the 
ecosystem with innovative technologies. 
Different agri-tech companies today 
are specializing in data collection 
technologies but they are pushing their 
tech solutions for each agri-challenge 
regardless of the real requirement. But 
it is imperative to assess, what is more, 
suited where. 

Product technology 
companies and 

service providers 
have started 

emphasizing Agri-
tech as a segment 

and offering 
various solutions to 
solve agribusiness 

challenges.
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AI-based solutions could include a seed 
scoring system to enable high throughput 
germination analysis, a digital algorithm 
that uses climate, soil, moisture, and 
rainfall data to suggest the best time for 
sowing for maximizing yield, an AI-enabled 
disease detection algorithm, along with 
recommendations on optimal pesticide 
usage and a pesticide administration 
protocol that uses AI to identify insects 
and sprays pesticides using drones.  

“The idea behind these new areas of 
digital agriculture solutions is to improve 
agriculture value chains from farm to 
fork to improve farm productivity and 
generate profits for farmers. This calls 
for increased public-private partnerships 
and investments in IoT and AI solutions.”

How can the Government help?
Government policies have provided 
increased support to farmers through the 
last few years and given a boost to the 
agritech sector. 

Most importantly, the Government can 
play a crucial role in bringing together 
silos of data. There are vast datasets in 
different silos such as insurance policy 
databases, land records, cadastral maps, 
historical yields, historical weather data, 
farmer claims, and current season field 

progress as viewed from satellites. If all of 
these datasets are made to interact with 
each other, they will throw up fascinating 
insights and digital solutions can be 
implemented to benefit several sectors.

Government initiatives to boost 
agriculture 
The Government of India is already 
taking multiple initiatives for the benefit 
of agriculture. The government is serving 
small and marginal farmers to upgrade their 
access to farm machinery at affordable 
prices by providing training and financial 
assistance. Cloud-based infrastructure 
(AIRAWAT) is a platform to enable Al 
solution developers to train algorithms 
effectively, hosting large ‘common goods’ 
data sets. Cyber- Agro Physical System 
(CAPS) integrates the data from sensors 
with computers, satellite imaginary, 
supercomputing facility for research, and 
Al-enabled farmers’ advisory services. It is 
a one-stop solution for all the information 
needs of farms and acts as centralized 
knowledge storage of timely advisory 
services on various topics such as Kisan 
Suvidha, PusaKrishi, Crop insurance and 
Agri market- Participatory guarantee 
system of India (PGS) portal. 

Areas where RMSI Cropalytics is 

Most importantly, 
the Government 

can play a crucial 
role in bringing 
together silos of 

data. 

For example, for loss assessment in 
a particular area in case ofa localized 
calamity, the use of drones may be a 
good option. Similarly, IoT may be well 
suited for precision farming of crops 
such as strawberries and grapes where 
parameters such as farm-specific humidity 
and soil moisture need to be tracked daily. 
Satellite-based imagery offers the widest 
and most cost-efficient coverage of a large 
country such as India for widely sown 
crops. RMSI Cropalytics uses all these 
technologies, as and when required. We 
have always taken the appropriateness, 
scalability and cost-efficiency of the 
yield estimation methodology as guiding 
principles. 

RMSI Cropalytics’ SAAS platform 
-PInCER combines high-resolution 
satellite imagery and measurements 
from synthetic aperture radar (SAR) with 
artificial intelligence (AI) and machine 
learning (ML) techniques, such as artificial 
neural networks and PLSR and advanced 
analytics, using our suite of thousands 
of damage function equations. They 
are based on our expertise in hazard 
vulnerability risk assessment to deliver 
a reliable, scalable and cost-efficient 
solution to this challenging project of crop 
yield estimation across the country every 
cropping season. 

Implementing emerging technologies 
to enhance Indian Agriculture
The agriculture sector is plagued by 
problems like weather-dependent 
agriculture, inefficient supply chains, and 
resource degradation. By addressing the 
data challenge, digital solutions can assist 
in addressing the following challenges:

•	 Sowing	and	seed	selection	decisions	
are influenced largely by farmers’ 
perceptions and experience, which 
may not always result in maximum 
yields 

•	 Availability	of	quality	seeds	

•	 Lack	of	knowledge	regarding	specific	
agricultural inputs 

•	 Pests	 and	 crop	 diseases	 destroy	 30	
per cent to 35 per cent of crop yields 
in India every year 

•	 Lack	of	sufficient	mechanization	

•	 Insufficient	irrigation	infrastructure	

•	 Reduced	productivity	due	 to	 frequent	
disease outbreaks in livestock 

•	 Capital	shortage	among	farmers	

•	 Production	 losses	 due	 to	 spoilage/
waste range from 30-40% 

•	 Lack	of	adequate	storage	facilities

RMSI Cropalytics 
conducts farm and 
village level crop 
acreage, health 

and yield forecast 
using remote 

sensing, advanced 
modelling, artificial 
intelligence, and 

machine learning.
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pitching in 
RMSI Cropalytics conducts farm and 
village level crop acreage, health and 
yield forecast & estimation using remote 
sensing, advanced modelling, artificial 
intelligence, and machine learning. This, 
combined with other datasets supports 
timely distress mitigation, village 
prioritization for better prospecting, 
farmer credit rating, better portfolio risk 
management for lenders & insurers, 
early insurance claim settlement, high-
resolution crop monitoring, efficient 
communication with farmers and early 
claim settlement. 

“Our satellite technology-based yield 
estimation can significantly help in quick 
response to agrarian distress through 
effective identification of distress at a 
higher resolution in near real-time”

In our journey since 2019, we have been 
able to code 6,50,000 village boundaries, 
map 180+ million farming hectares in 
the country, digitize 170+ million farm 
ownership records and analyze data for 
20+ major Indian crops to develop crop 
models.

“Our mission is to enable benefits for 
truly distressed farmers and be a one-

stop destination for detailed analytics on 
Indian agriculture”

RMSI Cropalytics’ data can be accessed 
using its SaaS platform PinCER™ which 
provides village prioritization tools, 
precision farming solutions, in-season 
tracking and yield estimation and 
estimation of crop risk profile reports 
for the country.We have been selected 
by the Government of India to carry 
out crop acreage, yield estimation, 
crop health monitoring. For the private 
insurance sector, we have verified 
hundreds of thousands of insurance 
policies against land records along with 
tracking crop health and estimating likely 
yield /risk at the gram panchayat level.
We help commodity traders and agri-
input companies prioritize villages for 
procurement and sales.

Conclusion:
Deep Tech Agri Tech companies such as 
RMSI are making efficient and effective 
interventions to solve many different 
problems in Indian agriculture. Effective AI 
algorithms require good, extensive and 
sustained data supply, and it is here that 
the government can truly play the role of 
facilitator.

sUCCess stOrY

Meet automobile engineer 
who has graduated into 
successful agripreneur!  
Automobile engineering is an alluring 
career prospect because it opens a 
floodgate of opportunities in the fast-
expanding auto industry in India. But 
Pramod Gautam of Nagpur did not get 
the kick or the passion to pursue it as a 
career. He instead chose to follow his 
interest that lay in his ancestral land.

In about 16 years since he chose to take 
the momentous and yet unconventional 
decision to switch over to farming, 
Gautam has turned into a successful 
agri-entrepreneur. Today his turnover 
exceeds over Rs 1 crore annually. 

So how did it all begin?
“I pursued engineering like any other 
youths during my time. But I gradually 
began to develop an interest in agriculture 
every time I visited our ancestral land. 
I felt the need to do something on this 
26-acre land. With my family’s support, I 
decided to take the plunge and in 2004, 
I quit my job, focusing my entire strength 

and resources towards farming,” he told 
Smart Agri Post, sharing his success 
story.

Gautam began with turmeric farming as 
he made his entry into the farm sector. 
But success continued to elude him as it 
did not give him the desired yield despite 
putting in hard work and resources. 

Maharashtra is prone to erratic weather, 
with drought and rain playing havoc with 
the lives of the farmers. Incidents of farmer 
suicides, especially in the Vidarbha 
region continues to agitate policymakers 
as we speak. It was under these punishing 
circumstances that Gautam began to 
think of bringing in innovation into the 
farming practice; of unique measures that 
would make farming lucrative.

“I realized that traditional farming may 
not give me the return I was expecting. 
Labour shortage compounded my 
worries as they migrate to the metros 
for job and better life. It was then that I 

It was under 
these punishing 
circumstances that 
Gautam began to 
think of bringing in 
innovation into the 
farming practice; of 
unique measures that 
would make farming 
lucrative.
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India breaks into 10 top agri 
export nations with record 
shipments

trADe & eCOnOMY 

Notwithstanding the fundamental 
challenges, the agriculture sector has 
played a stellar role on the export 
front during the pandemic, posting an 
impressive 22 per cent rise in shipment 
of agri items to international market and 
emerged as one of the top 10 agriculture 
exporting nations.

During the April-August 2021-22 period, 
export of agriculture and processed 
food products went up from USD 6485 
million in April-August (2020-21) to USD 
7902 million.

If we take the last financial year into 
account, the export graph saw a 
significant upswing during this time 
touching USD 41.25 billion, an increase 
of 17.34 per cent. During the previous 
financial years, the export figure would 
hover around USD 35-38 billion mark. 

The World Trade Organisation, placed 
India in the 9th position globally following 
the quantum jump in shipments. This was 
a significant feat for India which till about 
a decade back was struggling to meet its 
internal food requirements. 

Several factors are being attributed to 
this healthy uptick: the export friendly 
policies of the government, strategic 
interventions and thrust on infrastructure 

augmentation. The prime agency, 
however, that has played a significant 
role in all theseis the Agriculture and 
Processed Food Products Export 
Development Authority (APEDA).

For the unversed, the Department related 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Commerce had presented a report in 
July this year, acknowledging the role 
of APEDA in raising agriculture exports 
to coveted as well as unserved markets 
overseas. 

It gave the example of major Southeast 
Asian nations who became the prime 
markets for non-basmati rice from India 
as export to these destinations between 
April and November last year grew by 
105.20 per cent.

Holding virtual buyers-sellers meet, 
analyzing the demands abroad, training 
farmers about consumer choices and 
preferences, creation of a value-based 
ecosystem for product promotion 
and addressing logistical issues 
have remained some of APEDA’s key 
objectives for raising the export market.

Development of new clusters added to 
the exports drive. Let us take the example 
of new Varanasi cluster from where fresh 

During the April-
August 2021-22 
period, export of 
agriculture and 
processed food 

products went up 
from USD 6485 
million in April-

August (2020-21) 
to USD 7902 

million.

decided to focus on horticulture. The advantage with 
horticulture farming is that the input cost remains 
low as opposed to traditional farming and labour 
shortage does not become a fundamental issue”.

He started with oranges, guava, lemon and toor 
dal (arhar) instead of trying with just one crop. His 
gambit began to show in the field, helping his fetch 
rich dividends. His monthly income soon crossed 
the five-digit mark and since then, there has been 
no looking back. His farm at Dhapewada, 28 km 
from Nagpur has become a test case for others who 
wish to make agriculture a gainful profession. “All 
that one needs is application of mind and thoughts,” 
Gautam underlined, sharing the tricks of becoming a 
successful entrepreneur in the agriculture sector.

Today he has set up a mill to process the pulses 
brought by farmers. The mill has also proved 
beneficial and remunerative for farmers as they 
don’t have to travel distance to get the produce 
processed. As per an estimate, over 2000 farmers 
visit the mill regularly for processing.

So, what next?
Gautam says he has started marketing cereals and 
hopes to convert it into a profitable venture soon. 
“I have also started thinking about livestock, of 
marketing organic mature with extra micro-nutrient. 
But I will go one step at a time”. 

Talking about Union Minister Nitin Gadkari, who hails 
from the same locality, Gautam says the Minister 
has been supportive of his ideas and continues to 
support his cause. As of now, about 10-20 people 
are directly employed under him, while hundreds of 
others have been indirectly benefitted by his farm 
and the processing mill in the region. 

How About organic farming?
“Yes, I am pretty open to the idea of organic farming 
but there has to be a market for it. If I go for this type 
of farming, the return on investment will be marginal. 
Besides, there is the issue of labour. The produce 
comes at a premium and the market size for it is 
still low. We have to wait for some more time for the 
market to mature.”

Asked if his children are willing to step into his shoes, 
Gautam says he has left it to them to decide about 
their future. “My daughter is doing her MBA. If she 
decided she can join the farm sector, but it’s up to 
her to decide”.

Agriculture, he says is a rewarding profession as 
opposed to collective perception. It can become 
remunerative if people apply skills and a smart mind 
towards cultivation. 
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189.34 million vs USD 81.60 million); 
and ginger, saffron, turmeric, thyme, bay 
leaves etc. by 35.44 per cent  to USD 
570.63 million. Export of spices touched 
highest ever level of around USD 4 billion 
during 2020-21.

Today, the largest markets for India’s 
agriculture products are USA, China, 
Bangladesh, UAE, Vietnam, Saudi Arabia, 
Indonesia, Nepal, Iran and Malaysia. 
Exports to most of these destinations 
have registered growth, with highest 
growth being recorded for Indonesia 
(102.42 per cent), Bangladesh (95.93 per 
cent) and Nepal (50.49 per cent).

A strategic paper submitted to APEDA 
some years back had made some relevant 
suggestions, the follow-up on which 
seems to have produced encouraging 
results as far as exports are concerned. 

The paper had suggested on devising 
strategies based on demands from 
target countries. It was also imperative 
to understand the global sentiments in 
terms of consumer purchase behaviour. 

“As the retail sector continues to grow, it is 
imperative for Indian processed products 
to targeted and placed in these stores 
for better visibility and acceptability by 
consumers. In the view of this, APEDA 
may consider entering into agreements 
with major retailer in the target countries 
for product placement and visibility. Apart 
from the above, APEDA may also consider 
undertaking specific market studies in the 
targeted export market to understand 
the consumer behavior towards such 
products,” the paper had said. 

Some of the initiatives are listed below to 

expand the agriculture export basket:

Organically certified Moringa Leaves 
powder (2 MT) and seven unique value 
added products of Moringa Vacuum 
Freeze Dried Ethnic Village rice from 
Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu was exported 
to multiple destinations of Australia, 
Vietnam and Ghana.

Commercial consignments of the 
patented ‘village rice’ sourced from 
Kumbakonam was exported to Ghana & 
Yemen via air and sea routes.

The first consignment of iron rich (40MT) 
grown in Brahmaputra valley was shipped 
to USA. Besides, flavored jaggery powder 
(4MT) was exported to USA.

Likewise, the first consignment of millets 
grown in Himalayas, Uttarakhand has 
been exported to Denmark.Shahi Litchi 
from Bihar was exported to United 
Kingdom, by airon May 24 while fresh 
jackfruit (1.2 MT) was exported from 
Tripura to London.

A sea consignment of value added 
products of organically certified gluten 
free jackfruit powder and retort packed 
jackfruit cubes was exported to Germany 
from Bengaluru.

Saffron and dry fruits from Jammu and 
Kashmir was exported to Saudi Arabian, 
even as Jamun fruit (black plum-500kgs) 
was sent to London by air for the first time 
from Lucknow.

A consignment of groundnuts(24 MT) was 
exported to Nepal from West Bengal for 
the first time by road. The consignment 
was sourced from farmers of West 
Midnapore district.

vegetables and mangoes were exported 
for the first time. 

Similarly, the maiden consignment of 
black Rice was exported from Chandauli. 

Exports have also taken place from 
other clusters viz. oranges from Nagpur, 
banana from Theni and Ananthpur, 
mango from Lucknow etc. Despite the 
pandemic, export of fresh horticulture 
produces took place by multimodal mode 
and consignments were shipped by 
air and sea to Dubai, London and other 
destinations from these areas. 

In all, 46 unique product-district clusters 
are being set up for export promotion and 
29 Cluster Level Committees have been 
formed in different clusters.

During 2020-21, 6797 containers of 
91,762 MT of fresh grapes from one 
such cluster in Nasik in Maharashtra was 
exported to EU. About 1013 containers 
of 13,884 MT and one container of Raisin 
was exported from the cluster district of 
Sangli to EU and other countries.

Handholding by the Department for 
market linkages, post-harvest value 
chain development and the institutional 

structure such as FPOs enabled North 
East farmers to send their value-added 
products beyond the Indian borders, the 
Commerce Ministry said in a statement.

The interventions have had a positive 
impact with sustained demands in 
international markets. 

The commodities which posted significant 
positive growth in exports during 2020-
21were wheat, other Cereals,Rice (other 
than Basmati), Soya meal, Spices, Sugar, 
Raw Cotton, Fresh Vegetable, Processed 
Vegetables, and Alcoholic Beverages 
etc.

India also enhanced export of Soya meals 
by 132 per cent. Soya meal has gone up 
from Rs 3087 crores in 2019-20 to Rs 
7224 crores in 2020-21.

Export of spices like ginger, pepper, 
cinnamon, cardamom, turmeric, saffron 
etc., which have known therapeutic 
qualities, has also grown substantially. 
During 2020-21, export of pepper 
increased by 28.72 per cent to USD 
1269.38 million; cinnamon by 64.47 per 
cent to USD 11.25 million; nutmeg, mace 
and cardamom by 132.03 per cent (USD 

 About 1013 
containers of 

13,884 MT and 
one container 
of Raisin was 

exported from the 
cluster district of 
Sangli to EU and 
other countries.
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working in cooperatives (c) Diploma in 
Management of Computer Operations 
for middle level and operational level 
personnel in the cooperatives (d) 
International Online programme on Agri-
business Entrepreneurship as a weekend 
programme for in-service personnel.  

Other programmes include short term 
Management Development programs, 
webinars and workshops. The institute 
has conducted 136 programmes and 
trained 4168 participants during 2019-
2020. Out of 4168 participants, 255 
participants are from SAARC countries 
(Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal,  
and Sri Lanka).

Following Courses offered under Centre 
for Entrepreneurship Development

(i) Agri-Business Entrepreneurship 
management programme (180 sessions 
offered online during Monday to Thursday 
2.30 pm – 4.30 pm) 

(ii) Basics of banking and insurance 
courses for cooperatives and youth 
in association with Banking, Financial 
Services and Insurance Sector Skill 
Council (BFSISSC) 

(iii) Skill development programme in 
association with Maharashtra Centre for 
Entrepreneurship Development, Pune.

PGDM-ABM Programme
PGDM programme which was started in 
1993, is one of the most popular among 
the youngsters which is approved by 
AICTE and recognized by the Association 
of Indian Universities as equivalent to 
MBA degree and it has got accredited by 
the National Board of Accreditation, New 
Delhi.  The programme has got industry 
acceptance which is reflected in our 100 
per cent campus placements.

VAMNICOM has a strong and prosperous 
alumni network who are successful and 
working in good positions in different 
Agri input companies as well as banking, 
microfinance and other sectors. The 
institute is very active on online platforms 
which keeps the alumni network intact 
and opensa window of opportunities.

As per the guidelines of AICTE, the 
institute accepts national level test 
scores such as CAT, XAT,CMAT & GMAT 
for taking admission in the PGDM ABM 
program.

Very few programmes in the country have 
got National Board of Accreditation status 
for their programmes in Engineering, 
pharmaceutical and Management subject 
areas. National Board of Accreditation, 
New Delhi has granted accreditation 
to two years full-time residential Post-

VAMNICOM through 
its “Centre for 
Research and 

Publication”formulates 
policies to nurture 
quality research 

culture and facilitate 
research endeavours.  

ABOUT THE INSTITUTE
VAMNICOM, Pune plays an important 
role in the training and development of 
the cooperative sector in the country.  
The Institute organizes International 
and national level training programmes 
on various areas of cooperative 
management for the in-service officers 
of the cooperative and Government 
departments. The institute conducts 

management development training 
programmes in various functional areas of 
management.

Details of different training programs 
VAMNICOM has four long-duration 
programmes viz. (a) PGDM – Agri-Business 
& Management (ABM) which is equivalent 
to MBA degree for fresh graduates (b) 
DCBM programme for in-service officers 

VAMNICOM : 75 years of 
service in Cooperative Sector

institUtes               

The Narendra Modi government on July 12 announced the creation 
of the new Union Ministry of Cooperation. The Ministry will provide a 
separate administrative legal and policy framework for strengthening 
the cooperative movement in the country. The announcement, while 
generating renewed interest in the cooperative movement in the country, 
also brought into focus one of the pioneering institutes in the country 
that is playing a stellar role in fulfilling the collective aspirations of the 
nation in the cooperative sector. Vaikunth Mehra National Institute of 
Cooperative Management, Pune is our focus institute for this edition. 
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The Institute is a recognized Research 
Centre for conducting research leading 
to the award of Doctorate Degrees of 
Savitribai Phule Pune University in the 
faculty of Commerce and Management 
with the subjects Financial Management 
and Computer Management.  

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
VAMNICOM has entered MoUs with eight 
institutions during 2020:

1. MOU with Kolhapur Urban Cooperative 
Banks Association for recruitment and 
training programmes.

2. Renewal of MOU with National 
Cooperative College, Mauritius for 
collaborative training, research & 
Consultancy services

3. MoU with National Institute of 
Cooperative Development, Polgolla, 
Sri Lanka to conduct collaborative 
training, student exchange programme 
and Research and consultancy 
projects.

4. MoU with Agricultural Development 
Bank Ltd., Nepal for conducting short- 
and long-term programmes, study 
visits/ exposure visits, collaborative 
programmes, Training of Trainers, 
Research and consultancy.

5. Banking Finance and Insurance 
Institute of Nepal Limited For 

conducting and coordinating in the 
areas of training, education, research 
and consultancy services, information 
technology and other allied services.

6. MoU with Charotar University of 
Science and Technology (CHARUSAT), 
Gujarat to collaborate and cooperate 
in the areas of training, education and 
6other knowledge-based activities.

7. Yashvantrao Chavan School of Rural 
Development (YCSRD), Kolhapur 
for Research, training programmes, 
student exchange programmes

8. L J University, Ahmedabad to 
collaborate and cooperate in the 
areas of training, education and other 
knowledge-based activities

IFFCO chair at VAMNICOM
The institute has an Indian Farmers 
Fertilizer Cooperative sponsored IFFCO 
chair which is functional for more than 
four decades. The institute is in the 
process of reviving NABARD sponsored 
chair for undertaking research related to 
agriculture credit.

To promote agricultural research and 
cooperative education in the country, 
the Indian Farmer Fertilizer Cooperative 
(IFFCO) has established IFFCO chair 
in the institute. This is an outcome of 
the partnership between scientific 

The curriculum 
of the PGDCBM 
consists of six 

modules with Five 
weeks’ intensive 

on-campus 
Teaching – 

Learning sessions 
and field visits.

VAMNICOM 
has completed 

manpower 
recruitment 

assignments for 
a few cooperative 

banks and 
the National 
Agricultural 
Cooperative 
Marketing 

Federation of 
India Ltd.(NAFED) 

during 2020, which 
highlights our 

consultancy skills 
as well.

Graduate Diploma in Management – Agri-
Business & Management programme 
from 1.7.2015. This has been regularly 
inspected and extended up to 30.6.2022.  

The Association of Indian Universities 
(AIU) has granted MBA equivalence 
status to the PGDM-ABM programme 
from the year 2001 onwards. Now MBA 
equivalence status of AIU is connected 
with NBA Accreditation status.    

Role in the development of Cooperative 
Sector
The Institute undertakes research projects 
sponsored by various institutions such as 
NABARD, IFFFCO including Government 
of India projects and also engages in 
consultancy services for various sectors 
of cooperatives viz., banking, sugar and 
dairy for IT implementation, recruitment of 
qualified professional manpower, defining 
job responsibilities of manpower in IT 
departments. VAMNICOM has completed 
manpower recruitment assignments for a 
few cooperative banks and the National 
Agricultural Cooperative Marketing 
Federation of India Ltd.(NAFED) during 
2020, which highlights our consultancy 
skills as well.

Post Graduate Diploma in Cooperative 
Business Management (PGDCBM)

This course enables participants from the 
Co-operative and allied areas to equip 
with the appropriate managerial know-
how to meet the emerging challenges 
of today’s business environment. The 
curriculum of the PGDCBM consists of six 
modules with Five weeks’ intensive on-
campus Teaching – Learning sessions and 
field visits. Given the current pandemic 
situation, the entire PGDCBM programme 
is offered as an online mode. 

Research projects 
VAMNICOM through its “Centre for 
Research and Publication”formulates 
policies to nurture quality research culture 
and facilitate research endeavours.  
The Institute provides consultancy in 
various areas of Management to the user 
organizations through its Action Research 
Programmes. The institute has completed 
18 Consultancy projects in the area of 
collectives - Cooperatives, Micro Finance 
and Farmer Producer Organization in the 
previous year. The research activities are 
supported by NABARD, NCUI,Ministry of 
Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare.
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The faculty at VAMNICOM isan 
assemblage of fine academicians with 
rich experience in the cooperative 
sector. The ability of the faculty members 
to work in synergy with a wide spectrum 
of collaborators in this field from local 
to international level makes them stand 
out. There is not any shortfall necessarily 
but the faculty can be encouraged to 
take their proficiency to new heights 
with innovative and diverse techniques 
in their training and research activities, 
contributing towards making the institute 
the Centre of Excellence. In addition to 
internal faculty members, experts are 
invited for offering special sessions.

VAMNICOM has played an instrumental 
role in the ongoing reforms by facilitating 
the development of skills, building market 
linkages, inculcation of cooperative 
entrepreneurship, and promoting 
innovation in many areas of cooperation 
and agribusiness development. 

Roadmap of VAMNICOM 
The operational excellence of an institute 
can be achieved through a proper 

academic and administrative environment. 
VAMNICOM which is engaged in the 
unique area of cooperation since its 
inception in 1947, has expanded its focus 
to the Agribusiness sector from 2004. 
Further, the focus has been enlarged now 
to collectives- in addition to cooperation, 
Self Help Groups and Farmer producer 
organizations. To meet the training 
mandate of the Government of India in 
the areas of FPOs, livelihood missions & 
skill/ entrepreneurship development, the 
Institute envisages further diversification 
of training programmes through the 
introduction of relevant certificate/
diploma programmes in the referred 
areas. In a nutshell, the vision is to make 
the Institute a “Centre of Excellence” for 
cooperatives in the country.

Dr  Hema  Yadav is the Director, VAMNICOM 
& CICTAB, Vaikunth Mehta National 
Institute of Cooperative Management, 
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, 
Govt. of India, Chaturshingi, Pune – 
411 007, Maharashtra, India, director@
vamnicom.gov.in

 VAMNICOM is 
also a recognized 
consultant of the 
Government of 

India for evaluating 
women’s dairy 
projects in the 

country.

researchers from both industry and 
academia to drive innovation in the 
agricultural sector. Over the last 40 years, 
the collaboration between VAMNICOM 
and IFFCO has resulted in developments 
into practical applications that benefit 
their programs and members through 
its research and training. The mutually 
beneficial partnership has produced 
groundbreaking research and innovation 
that solves complex problems, drives 
economic growth, and creates a more 
skilled workforce.

VAMNICOM outreach Self Help Groups 
and Women producers group
VAMNICOM is undertaking training, 
research and consultancy in various 
aspects relating to women development, 
SHG and microfinance. The Institute has 
engaged itselfto design, plan and execute 
training and research programmes in 
various fields of women and SHG. Institute 
has published a manual on Gender 
Sensitization and Women Empowerment 
in Cooperatives (Centenary Celebrations). 
It is collaborating with the Ministry of 
Women & Child Development, GoI, 

Rashtriya Mahila Kosh, Maharashtra State 
Commission for Women, GoM, Mumbai, 
National Commission for Empowerment 
of Women, New Delhi, NABARD, NAFCUB 
& others. VAMNICOM is also a recognized 
consultant of the Government of India for 
evaluating women’s dairy projects in the 
country.

Some of the most notable programmes 
in this regard have been financial 
literacy programmes for women in the 
development sector in collaboration with 
NABARD, leadership and governance 
programme for Maharashtra State Rural 
Livelihoods Mission and cooperative 
business management programme 
for Uttarakhand State Government 
Livelihood Collectives and Cooperative 
Societies (Supported by IFAD). 

The institute also undertakes timely 
and contemporary research on women 
collectives and cooperatives to study 
various issues like rural entrepreneurship, 
rural banking and microfinance, financial 
inclusion, governance etc. and to 
document the best practices in the field of 
agriculture and rural development.

This is an outcome 
of the partnership 
between scientific 
researchers from 
both industry and 
academia to drive 
innovation in the 

agricultural sector. 
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The BKU leader Rakesh Tikait had served an 
ultimatum to resolve the farmers’ demands 
by November 27, threatening to intensify 
their stir, bringing farmers from the villages in 
tractors to the borders of the National.

It’s worth mentioning here that the Winter 
Session 2020 was not held because of the 
Covid crisis, even though some quarters 
were abuzz with speculations that the ruling 
party took the step to avoid stalemate in 
both the Houses over the farm issue and the 
Oppositions strident position on the matter.

The anti-government movement, mostly 
led by farmers from Punjab and Haryana, 
had begun to gain traction from October-
November last year following the passage 
of laws –The Farmers Produce Trade and 
Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) 
Act, 2020, The Essential Commodities 
(Amendment) Act, 2020 and Farmers 
(Empowerment and Protection) Agreement 
on Price Assurance and Farm Services Act, 
2020.

The agitation, however, did not remain 
confined to the Delhi borders as Congress-
led opposition made it a tool to embarrass the 

ruling dispensation and brought Parliament 
to a standstill, demanding answers from the 
government. 

The continuing agitation also led to the 
whitewash of the Monsoon Session held in 
July-August this year. The fracas is expected 
to spill over into the Winter Session. Sources in 
the Opposition camps are of the view that the 
resistance to the farm laws inside and outside 
the Parliament would enter into a decisive 
phase because of the upcoming elections in 
the politically crucial states of Uttar Pradesh, 
Haryana, Punjab and Uttarakhand.

On October 26, SP leader and former UP CM 
Akhilesh Yadav, gave a new twist to the farm 
agitation, claiming that the BJP government 
might repeal the farm laws ahead of the 
elections and bring them back afresh later. 

In Punjab, Captain Amarinder Singh, who has 
floated his party, had held out riders to the 
BJP for a possible alliance. He has demanded 
resolving the farm agitation, thus making it 
apparent that there is a near unanimity within 
the opposition block to put pressure on the 
government which finds itself on a sticky 
wicket on the farmers’ agitation. 

Parliament to reject farm 
laws within days of    
Commencement!
The Winter Session of Parliament, 
commencing on November 29, will be 
witness to an extraordinary event that has 
no parallels in recent memories. As soon as 
it convenes, chances are high that the first 
business to be taken up for consideration 
will be the repeal of the three contentious 
farm laws, the announcement of which was 
made by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
November 19.

What makes the step extraordinary is the 
fact these three laws were passed just a year 
back to usher in reforms in the farm sector. 
There is no precedence to suggest that a law 
passed barely a year back could be placed 
before the House once again for scrappage. 

During the UPA regime, the controversial 
Land Acquisition Bill has had to face a similar 
fate. But unlike the farm laws, the former had 
not been passed by Parliament and had to be 
withdrawn in face of persistent pressure from 
allied partners and the opposition. 

Sources said the procedures for repealing 
the legislations will be taken up as soon as 

both the Houses sits on November 29, unless 
exigencies force adjournments. The view is 
that the decision to repeal the laws through 
due Parliamentary procedures should not 
be allowed to linger, especially in light of the 
PM’s assurance to get the job done as soon 
as the Winter Session commences. 

The government does not want to offer any 
more ammunitions to the protesting farmers 
since elections to the crucial states of Uttar 
Pradesh and Punjab are barely months 
away. The Bharatiya Kisan Union has made it 
clear that they will keep the pressure on the 
government for the enactment of legislation 
guaranteeing minimum support price for farm 
produces.  

The farm laws were passed amid 
unprecedented din in both the Houses of 
Parliament. The Opposition had launched a 
strident attack on the government for passing 
the bills through force, ignoring Parliamentary 
procedures, even as the government had 
termed as ‘historic’ the passage of the 
legislations.

PArliAMent DiArY
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Univ of Agri Science, bangalore Invites application from NRI for undergrad courses

Name of the Institute:The University of Agriculture Sciences, Bangalore.

Admission: Undergraduate degree programmes for 2021-22 under the NRI sponsored quotas.

Ten per cent seats over and above the intake strength reserved for NRI candidates or candidates sponsored 
by NRI or foreign nationals. 

Applications and more:University website uasbangalore.edu.

Last date: November 30. 

Seat availability:

1. B.SC. (Hons) Agriculture, College of Agriculture, GKVK Bengaluru -- 27

2. B.Sc. (Hons) Agriculture, College of Agriculture VC Farm, Mandya – 10

3. B.Sc. (Hons) Agriculture, College of Agriculture, Karekare, Hassan – 10

4. B.Sc. (Hons) Agriculture, College of Sericulture, Kurubur, Chinthamani – 9

5. B.Sc. (Hons) Agriculture, College of Agriculture, Chamarajanagara – 4

6. B.Sc. (Hons) Sericulture, College of Sericulture, Kurubur, Chinthamanai – 4

7. B.Sc. (Hons) Agri-business management, College of Agriculture, GKVK—6

8. B.Tech (Agri engineering), College of Agri Engineering GKVK – 8

9. B.Tech (Biotechnology), College of Agriculture, Karekare, Hassan – 7

10. B.Tech (Food Technology), College of Agriculture, Karekare, Hassan – 7

Eligibility: 50 per cent of total marks in Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics and Biology.

Those who have studied only Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics (with 50 per cent of total marks) are 
eligible for B.Tech (Agriculture Engineering).

First preference shall be given for candidates with PCMB subjects during seat allotment followed by PCB/
PCM. 

Accommodation: Hostel facilities, however, will not be available for NRI/NRI sponsored candidates. They 
have to make their boarding arrangements. 

Admissions

JObs, ADMissiOns & eVents
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It is worth
reading
More about 
aquaculture

For further information, Email us: aquapostnews@gmail.com
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